
Westward Movement



Missouri Controversy 1819- 1820

•1st political issue which begins 
to divide the nation over 
slavery

•Missouri applies for statehood 
1819 as a slave state



Missouri Compromise 1820

• impact - balance of free and slave 
states upset 12-11

• Henry Clay’s solution

• admit Maine as a free state to 
preserve balance in Senate

• divide Louisiana at 36 30 line, north 
of line free, south of line open to 
slavery



Missouri Compromise 1820

•Effects?

•1. preserves nationalism OR

•2. evidence of sectionalism

•3. temporarily solves the 
slavery issue for a 
generation



The Compromise of 1820:
A Firebell in the Night!



http://teachpol.tcnj.edu/amer_pol_hist/thumbnail119.html




Period 5: 1844-1877

Manifest Destiny

Sectional Crisis

Civil War

Reconstruction 



Manifest Destiny

Philosophy of 

Expansion



“Manifest Destiny”
• John O’Sullivan
• Obvious or undeniable fate
• Concept drove westward 

expansion
• Westward Trails
• Santa Fe
• Mormon
• Oregon





The Santa Fe Trail



The Mormon Trail



The Oregon Trail



• 1. Favored by God
• 2. Expansion of American democracy
• 3. New territory for an expanding 

population.
• 4. Material/economic gain
• 5. Expansion of slavery
• 6. Adventure – the “romantic” west
• 7. Belief in white superiority

Motives/Justification of Manifest Destiny 









Manifest Destiny

Oregon, Texas, 

and California



The Oregon Boundary Dispute: 54’ 40º or Fight!

Joint occupation of 

Oregon with GB (1818)

*Americans push west

*Demanded all of 

Oregon at the 54’40 line

*Compromise (Polk)

*Extended 49th parallel 

to the Pacific





Texas and Mexico

Stephen F. Austin



General Santa Anna



Texas – War for Independence – The Alamo





Sam Houston

Battle of San Jacinto River

President of the Republic of 

Texas



Battle of San Jacinto

This engagement determined the outcome of the conflict.



The Republic of Texas 1836-1845

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f7/Flag_of_Texas.svg










1. Acquire Texas – secret deal with 
Sam Houston 1845 – Mexico sends 
troops to border 1846

2. Resolve the Oregon boundary
dispute

3. Acquire California (Mex/Am War) –
Slidell to Mexico

4. DONE! 

Goals of Polk’s Administration









The Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo 1848



Results of the Mexican War

• New territories brought into the 
Union forced slavery to the center 
of national politics.

• These territories would bring back 
the question of balance of power 
between North (free sts) and 
South (slave sts)

• Manifest Destiny was partially 
realized.



Results of the Mexican War

• Gave young West Point 
graduates their 1st military 
experience – Lee, Grant, 
Jackson

• Intensified sectional conflicts.
• Set the stage for the American 

tragedy that followed



The Wilmot Proviso

• Proposed by Congressman David 
Wilmot

• All lands obtained from Mexico 
would prohibit slavery – free soil

• Twice passed the House (Northern 
majority)

• Failed to pass the Senate (why?)
• Bottom line – many questions are 

left unanswered concerning 





Third Party Politics 1840s

• Martin Van 
Buren

• Free Soil Party 
1848

• Goal/Platform











Gold in California 1848 - Effects

• Gold fever – global – diversity 
• Massive slaughter of Native 

Americans
• San Francisco
• Bear Flag Republic – push for Cal 

independence
• California applies for statehood –

rushed by U.S. gov’t – free state 











Sectionalism

◼ 1850

◼ Compromise of 1850 – Clay and 
Douglas

–Cal becomes a free state

–New Fugitive Slave Act

–End slave trade in DC

–Popular sovereignty Utah/Nevada



Sectionalism

Effects of Compromise of 1850

– Personal liberty laws passed in 
North

–efforts of Underground Railroad 
increased

–Southern slave patrols into North











Sectionalism

1852

•Uncle Tom’s Cabin

•Harriett Beecher Stowe

•Effects?







Sectionalism

◼1854

◼Kansas Nebraska Act

◼Stephen Douglas

◼Popular sovereignty

◼Effects? – Kansas is flooded with settlers on 

both sides of the slavery issue. Southern fire-
eaters, and Northern free soilers. 



Sectionalism

◼1854

◼ “new” Republican Party formed

◼Platform?



Sectionalism

◼Election of 1856

◼The American Party

◼Aka – “Know Nothing” Party

◼Platform? Nativism















Sectionalism

◼ 1856

◼ “Bleeding” Kansas

◼ border ruffians – Missouri

◼ Burning of Lawrence

◼ John Brown

◼ Pottawatomie Creek Massacre

◼ Lecompton Constitution 1857

◼ Topeka Constitution 1857



http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:John_brown.jpg




Sectionalism

◼1856 

◼ “Bleeding” Congress

◼Brooks (SC) vs. Sumner (MA)







Sectionalism

◼ 1857

◼ Dred Scott vs. Sandford

◼ Roger B. Taney

◼ Decision?

◼ Slaves are not citizens

◼ Slaves are not free even if they 
live on free soil

◼ Slaves can not sue in courts



Sectionalism

◼ We think they are not, and that they are not included, 
and were not intended to be included, under the word 
"citizens" in the Constitution, and can therefore claim 
none of the rights and privileges which that 
instrument provides for and secures to citizens of the 
United States. On the contrary, they were at that time 
considered as a subordinate and inferior class of 
beings, who had been subjugated by the dominant 
race, and, whether emancipated or not, yet remained 
subject to their authority, and had no rights or 
privileges but such as those who held the power and 
the Government might choose to grant them.



Sectionalism

◼ They had for more than a century before been 
regarded as beings of an inferior order, and 
altogether unfit to associate with the white race, 
either in social or political relations; and so far 
inferior, that they had no rights which the white man 
was bound to respect; and that the negro might justly 
and lawfully be reduced to slavery. . . . He was 
bought and sold, and treated as an ordinary article of 
merchandise and traffic, whenever a profit could be 
made by it. This opinion was at that time fixed and 
universal in the civilized portion of the white race.

◼ Majority Opinion, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, 1857



Sectionalism

◼ Property owners can not be denied 
the right to take their “property” 
anywhere – free soil or slave soil

◼ Therefore – slavery can 
exist……….where?

◼ Therefore – any laws which said 
where slavery could and could not 
exist are now…….?

◼ These include?



http://loc.harpweek.com/LCPoliticalCartoons/DisplayCartoonLarge.asp?MaxID=&UniqueID=9&Year=1856&YearMark=






Sectionalism

◼1858

◼ Lincoln-Douglas Senate 
debates – Illinois

◼Freeport Doctrine

◼How to keep slavery out of the 
west? If not by law (du jure), then 
by practice (de facto). Exclude slavery 
by local legislation. 









Sectionalism

◼1859

◼Harper’s Ferry, VA

◼ John Brown’s Raid/Conspiracy

◼Results?

◼Effects on north and south?









Sectionalism

◼1860

◼Election of Abraham Lincoln

◼ the “black” Republican

◼Effects?

◼December 20 – SC secedes 
from Union



Sectionalism

◼ An Ordinance To dissolve the Union between the State of South 
Carolina and other States united with her under the compact 
entitled “The Constitution of the United States of America.”

◼ We, the People of the State of South Carolina, in Convention 
assembled do declare and ordain, and it is herby declared and 
ordained, That the Ordinance adopted by us in Convention, on 
the twenty-third day of May in the year of our Lord One 
Thousand Seven hundred and eight eight, whereby the 
Constitution of the United State of America was ratified, and 
also all Acts and parts of Acts of the General Assembly of this 
State, ratifying amendment of the said Constitution, are here by 
repealed; and that the union now subsisting between South 
Carolina and other States, under the name of “The United 
States of America,” is hereby dissolved.



http://www.sonofthesouth.net/leefoundation/Jefferson_Davis/South_Carolina_Secedes.jpg


Sectionalism

◼1861

◼Formation of C.S.A.

◼ Jefferson Davis

◼April – Fort Sumter, SC

◼Civil War begins
◼ Sectionalism HW due Thursday



Sectionalism

◼ John Brown Documents – HW for 
Wednesday

◼ Read

◼ Summarize in 1 sentence

◼ What is the purpose, POV, context, or
intended audience of each document? 
(you might need to do a little digging)





Sectionalism

◼Abolition grows more 
violent post 1850

◼Synthesis – Civil Rights 
1950s vs 1960s


